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come at, that they may ftand upon Record for the benefit 
of future Ages. 

If it be objedied that the Water of the Oaan, and per- 
haps of fbme of thefe Lakes, might at thefirft Beginning 
of Things, in feme meafute contain Salt, fo as ta diffurb 
the Proportionality af the Encreafe of Saltneft in them, I 
will not difpute it : But {hall obferve that fuch a Suppo 
fition would by fo much contract the Age of the World, 
within the Date to be derived from the foregoing Argu- 
ment, which is chiefly intended to refute the ancient No- 
tion, fbme have of late entertained, of the Eternity of all 
Things ; though perhaps by it the World may be found 
much older than many have hitherto imagined. 
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\ 9 Linear Peri£e6ti ve, or a 2s[ew Method of repre* 
fenting jujijy all manner of Obje£ts y See, !By 
Brook Taylor, U L, T>* and%S. $e$r. 8vo. 




TH E Author of this Book, finding the" A ft of Per- 
fpe&iveto be very imperfedl in the Books that haye 
hitherto been publifti'd on that Subject, thought it worth 
his while to confider the whole matter anew \ and from 
a careful Examination of the Principles this At* is foun* 
tied upon, he has endeavoured to eftablilh fome Theo- 
rems, by means of which the Pradice of ic might be ren- 
der'd more general and eafy than has yet been done. In 
order to this, at firft fighr he found it neceflary to make 
life of new Terms of Art ; the aid ones feeming not to 
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beexpreffive enough of what is meant by them, and being 
adapted to too confined an Idea of the Principles of this 
Art. In the old Perfpe&ive the chiefeft regard is had to 
the Ground Plane, that is, the Plane of the Horizon ; 
from whence is derived the Horizontal Line y and by 
means of that Line the Reprefentations of fome Figures 
are found by good fimple Conftru&ibns. But then the 
Figures in all other Planes are drawn by reducing them to 
the Horizontal Plane by means of Perpendiculars ; which 
is an inartificial round-about way, makes a great Con- 
fufion of Lines, and is not capable of fo much Exa&nefs. 
This confined way of treating this Subject, proceeds from 
the ftrong Pofleilion the Mind is bred up in of the Notions 
of Upwards and Downwards, which makes one apt to re- 
fer ail other irregular Pbfitions to thofe principal ones. 
But the Minds of all Artifts fhould be drawn as much as 
can be from fuch confined Ways of thinking, and they 
fhould be taught, toaccuftom themfeives, as much as may 
be, to confider Nature in its general View, without 
minding thofe particular Relations which things have with 
refpe<3 to themfeives. For this reafon our Author has 
reje<Sted the Term of Horizontal Line, becaufe it con- 
fines the Mind too much to the particular confideration 
of the Horizontal Plane : but he confiders all Planes alike, 
and all Figures as they, are in themfeives, without consi- 
dering their Relation to us v leaving the Artift to do that, 
when he comes to apply t lie general Rules of practice to 
any particular Defign. 

This Tfceatife is very fhort, becaufe the Author has 
confined himfelf only to give the general Rules of pra- 
&ice, leaving the Reader to himfelf or to a Mafter to find 
cue particular Examples to exercile himfelf in* Yet he 
hopes he has omitted nothing that is material to the un- 
demanding of this Art in the full extern: of it* The whole 
Book confifts of five Sections. 
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The firft Se&ion contains an Explanation of the funda- 
mental Principle of this Art, wi:h the Definitions of the 
Terms, and four Theorems. The fundamental Principle 
of this Art, is, that the Repreientation of any Point is a 
Point on the Pi&ure where it is cut by a Line drawn 
from the original Point really placed where it. ought to 
feem to be, to the place or the Spectators Eye ; and con- 
fequently, the Reprefentation of any Line is the interfe- 
ron of the Pi&ure with a Surface made by drawing 
Lines from the place of the Spe&ators Eye, to the feveral 
Pointsof the original Line to be reprefented, really placed 
whgre it ought to fern* to be. For thefe Lines which 
come from thefeveral Pointsof the original Objed to be 
placed in its proper Situation, tothe Spectators Eye, are 
as Co many vifual Rays which make the Object fenfible. 

When a Right Line is continued in infinitum, the Vi- 
fual Ray becomes at iaft parallel to ir, and an Ghjed of 
any given bignefs, if it goes ftili further and further off 
on that Line, will at laft ieem to vaniih ; and at that time 
the place of its Reprefentation on the Pidure is the 'Point 
where the Ray parallel to the original Line cuts the Pi- 
dure. For this reafon our Author has thought it proper 
to call that Point the Vanifthg t'Hm of fuch an original 
Line (andconlequently of all others parallel to itfDe£$.) 
And for the fame Reafon he calls that Line on the 
Pidure a Panifhing Line (Dcf. 6.) which is produced by 
the Interferon of the Pidure with a ) lane parting thro' 
the Spedator's Eye parallel co an original Plana There 
are ten Definitions in all, but thete are the principal. 
And in our Author's Method thefe Vanifliing Points and 
Vanishing Lines are of great ufe for the Repreientation of 
any Line patfing through its vaniihing Point. (Prop. •.)• 
Having found the Representation of one Point in any Line, 
by any Method whatsoever, he findsthe Reprefentation of 
the whole Line by its vaniihing Point, which he lhews an 
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cafy Way to find in Propp 6, 8, t%. which are in the 
fecond $e<3ion. And by this means he folvcs feveral Pro 
blems in Perfpe&ive, which itjis not poUible to do by the 
common Way, atleaft without a great deal of Difficulty, 
and a great Confufion of Lines. And by this Method 
he ihews how the compleat Reprefentations of any pro* 
pofed Figures may be found, shaving given the Reprefen* 
tation only of iome principal parts of them. The fe- 
cond Sedion contains feveral Propositions to that purpofe, 
fhewing how to find the vanishing Points and Lines of 
propofed Lines and Planes, according to the feveral Cir- 
cumftances propofed ; and by the means of them, how to 
find the Reprefen tation of any given Figure. Fn the End 
of this Se6hon there are fome Examples, in die Defcripti- 
ori of the regular Solids and fome other Figures. 

The third Se&ion fhetvs how to find the Reprefenta- 
tion of the Shadows of all Object 

The fourth Sedion (hews how to find the Reprefentati- 
ons of the Reflexions of Figures made by polifh'd Planes. 

The fifth Sedion contains a few Propofitions relating 
to the inverfe Method of Perfpedive ; or the manner of 
examining a Pi&ure already drawn ; fo as to find out 
what Point the Picture is to be feen from, or having that 
given, to find what the Figures are which are defcribed 
on the Pidure. 

Our Author has obferved that there may be a very 
good Expedient made ufe of in painting of large Rooms 
and Churches, which is drawn from the Nature of thole 
Rays which produce the Vanishing Points. This not being 
mention'd in the Book it felf, he thinks it not improper to 
take notice of it here : The Expedient is this, Having fome 
way or other found the Reprefentation of one Point of a 
Line that is wanted in the Pi&ure, to find the whole Line, 
pais a Thread flretch'd through the place of the Specta- 
tor's Eye, in a Direction parallel to the Direction the ori- 
ginal 
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ginal Lineought to beta, and the Shadow of that Thread 
caft'by a Candle, fo as to pafs through the given Point on 
the Pidure wiil be the Reprefcntation fought. *""" 






Ton of this Conftru&ion is, becaufe the Rays of Light 
that pafs from the Candle to the Thread fe (irctc-f.L make 
the Plane which generates the Reprefecinitlon k tight, ( fee- 
Prop i.) And there may be other Expedients of the like 
nature gather 'd from the fame Principle, 




ILDUCJTUS leodiens is, 

Or, 

The Topography of the ancient Town and (pari/h 
ofLEEDS and Tarts adjacent > in the County of 
Y O R K, Sec. $y Ralph Thoresby, Efq$ 
Fellow of the Royal-Society, London. FoL 1715. 

" V H O' the diligent and curious Author of this Work 
_ do not profeffedly treat of any Place but the ancient 
Town and Parifh of Leedes, and the Regio Leodis, or ad- 
joy ning Territory called Elmet ; yet not only the Preface 
is more general relating to the County, but there are 
many Paflages in the Book it felf> wherein he takes occa- 
fion to infert the Pedigrees of fuch of the Nobility and 
Gentry, as have had any Eftates within the prefcribed 
Limits, tho' the chief Seat of the Family be diftant; as 
efteeming all Provinciates, who have but Domicilium in 
Provincia : to fome of thefe he hath premifed feveral Def- 
cents from ancient Deeds yet remaining in the refpecSHve 
Families; and to moft of thofe that are inferred in the 
Vifuations in the College at Arms, London, he hath ad- 
ded the Dates from Original Deeds, Regifters, &c. and 
continued them to the prefenttime, which hathrendred 
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it fo acceptable to the learned Gentlemen of thai Faeulcy 
that Four Kings at Arms, and fome eminent Heralds. 
have not only iubfcribed, but fince their Peruial thereof 
bought others for their abfent Friends, expreffiag great 
fatisfadion in that part of the Performance : as many lear- 
ned Antiquaries have done in the other Parts relating to 
the Topography and Etymology of the Names of Places 
&c, which he hath been very particular in, as finding ch 
Name to be frequently a brief Defcriptioti of the Plac 
and hath been thereby enabled ro difcover the Veftigia of 
fome confiderable Antiquities, in the a&ual Survey that 
he made of thofe Places to render the Work more com- 
pleat : He hath, by the ancient Names and the Situation 
of the places, been enabled todefcribe, in a very particu- 
lar manner, the Tranfa&ions between the Pagans aad 
Primitive ChriftUn Saxons, relating to that noted Bat- 
tle upon Win-moor, An. Dom 6*)$. There are alio 
many very confiderable Benefactions, and (lately Edifi- 
ces ereded of later times, particularly a magniFicent 
Church built and endowed by Mr. Harrifon; vvhofe Ne- 
phew the Reverend Mr. Robin fen hath mod generouny 
promised to endow another Church, which, it is hoped, 
will be fhortly ere&ed in that populous Town of Leeds, 
to the building of which feveral of the Magistrates, pzr- 
ticularly Mr. Milnir (who hath adorned the Market-place 
with a mod noble Marble Statue of Her late Majefty pla- 
ced in the Front of the Gut id- bail) and other Inhabitants 
have fubferibed very liberally. Here is aifo a Charity- 
School for an Hundred poor Children, who arecloathed 
and taught here, &c* 

But what relates more immediately to thefe PhilojupJji- 
cd Transitions, is the annexed Catalogue of the Authors 
Mufdum, juftly celebrated for Antiquities and for natural 
and artificial Curhfities. The Catalogue of the Coins and 
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Medals is wprixtngly copious and valuable. To the 
ancient Greek and ConfuUr, or Family* Monies of the AV 
*mm\ he hath added above a thouiand Imperial, feveral 
of which are noted by the learned Baron Spanhemius as 
very ra'reV and (o liketvife are thofe juftly efteemed that 
relate nrore immediately to Britain, whether minted by 
the Romans or Brhains. That of Thor with Runic Letters 
is inefBmabie, being the only known Piece in the World 
with thofe ancient Characters upon it. This was firft 
deciphered by the Right Reverend Dr. Nicholfon Lord 
Biiliop of Car lip, and after by Dr. Hicks, the two great 
Revivers of that fort of Literature. Upon which fingle 
Medal a learned Foreigner hath printed a diftin<9; Trea- 
rife. *And the ingenious Sir Andrew Fountain inhis Differ- 
tat to Epifiolaristo the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of 
Temhhhy faith exprefiy *' Numifmatum omnium qus, ant 
" Angjlo-Saxonibus, ant Anglo-Danis in ufufuiffs vilentur 7 
" nullum noiatu dignius eft, qmm id Uteris Runicis i&Jcrip- 
£i turn, cjuodpcjfidet vir genere & ingtnio clams Radulphus 
" Thoresbeius, Leodienfts. " Thofe of th^ Saxon Kings 
begin with a very choice one of Edwin the ancienteft 
Coin of the Engl/fl) Nation, and of the firft Chriftian King 
of Northumberland ; and are fucceeded by thofe of the 
Danijh and Norman Lines, and continued to the prefenc 
Age, in a great Variety of current Monies and Medals in 
Gold, Silver and Copper, Thofe of Ireland and the Englijh 
Plantations in America, are interfpers'd in the feveral 
Reigns : but thofe of Scotland, from the firft: of the Alexan- 
ders, are ib numerous and valuable as to merit a particu., 



^ * De Argento inhgniio jRnnh fen Uteris Gothicis,Sv. Sententia Nicholas 
Xederi, Regii Antiquitatum Colkgli, quod Helmlx eft, Aflcflbris. 4^ 
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lar Dcfcriptlon. All along are very inftruchve Dire#ions 
how to clifdnguifn the Kings of the fame Name from 
one another, before the Numbers were added upon their 
Monies- The RowatiEni$Qtoi\rs and Saxc-n Kings being 
well engraved before* .the chief Defed: and Difficulty i& 
in thoie from William I. to Henry VII. which are therefore 
delineated here from the Originals. To thefc are prefix- 
ed the mod ancient Confular Monies, which maoy Ages 
preceeded the Incarnation of our BielTed Saviour, becauie 
never yet extant in zivjjiHglifh Author. The other Me- 
dals and Monies of Popes, Emperours, Kings and Re- 
publicks, mud be omitted for brevity's fake, tho 5 fome of 
them (particularly that of the Siege of Lcjd:nia fajlboard) 
be very rare. 

The Natural Cur i/f/i ties are ranked in the following 
Method, i. Humm Rarities, 2. Quadrupeds, Viviparous 
("mulcifidous and bifidous) and Oviparous, with an Ac- 
count of certain Balls and Stones found in the Stomachs 
©f feveral Animals. § Serpevts. 4. Birds, Land and ' Wa- 
ter-Fowls with their Eggs. 5. Ft (Iks, vi viperous and 
oviparous, fcaled and exanguious. 6.' Shells, whirled and 
fmgle, double and multiple. 7. Infects, with naked and 
with flieathed Wings, and creeping Infedts. 8. Plants, 
which begin with Dr. Nicolfons Collection of above 800 
dry'd Plants 5 the reft are reduced to the accurate Method 
of Dr> Sham, in his Cat. "Plant, in Injuh Jamaica, pro- 
ceeding from the Corals and other Subsiiarines to the 
Fruits and Parts of Trees. 9. Formed Stones, which are 
ranged according to Mr. Llwyd's curious Trad, Lithophy 
lac. Brit an. only to the Cryftals and Diamonds are pre- 
mifed the Margarita Qumhrenja, fome of which have as 
good a Water as the Oriental After the foflile Shells 
and Stones of the turbinated Kind, the Bivalves and Shells 
amafled together into great Stones by a petrify ed, Cement, 
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follow the Marbles and other Stones irregular, 10. The 
Metals Ores, Saks and Ambers, of which one with a Fly,] 
another with a Spider enclofed. 

The Artificial Curiofities relate to War, as Indian and 
Perfian Bows, Arrows, Darts, Armour, Shields, Tar- 
gets, Tomahaws, poifoned Daggers : to the Mathema- 
ticks ^to Houflhold-Jlujf, Habits, &c from the remoteft Parts 
of the habitable World ; not neglecting thofe that areob- 
folete of our own Nation. Then follow Statues, Bafs*Re~ 
lieves> Seals, Imprefiions, Copper-plates, Heathen Deities, 
Amulets, Charms and Matters relating to Romifh Super- 
ftitions. 

Of enamel y d Curiofities, that of General Fairfax and 
the fatal Battle at tfafeby is perform'd with foexquifite 
Art, that it infinitely tranfcends the Metal, tho' Gold, 
And for Paintings, the Mifery ef War is admirably ex- 
preis'd, as to the various Paffions, upon a Copper-plate 
about two Foot broad, To thefe may be added the Col* 
ledion of printed Heads, and the Effigies of illuftrious 
and learned Perfons, beginning with the Royal-Family s 
then the Nobility, Warriours, Gentry, &c in a Chrono- 
logical Series. In the Ecclefiaftical State, the Archbiihops 
and Bifhops are introduced by the Martyrs and Confeflbrs 
of their venerable Order, and fucceeded by other learned 
Dignitaries and pious Divines of both Denominations* 
The Judges are attended by the Literati in all Faculties, 
Phyficians, Philofophers, Hiftorians, Poets, Painters 
and other Artifts. Some learned and pious Ladies are in- 
cerfpers'd. There are Volumes of the Saints, Popes, Em- 
perors, and other Foreigners, amounting to die Number 
of i y or 1600, many of which are done by rhe molt ce- 
lebrated Hands. Original Defigns drawn by the Pen of 
noted Virtuosos. Writings and Drawings by the Blind or 
Lame, as born without Hands* Some by other perfons- 
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fa admirably foiall yet legible, that in one there are 2 r* 
in another 2 8 Lines in the compafs of an Inch. Papers 
of different Materials, Colour, Finenefi, &c. ancient and 
modem ; one Sheet of tranfparent Indian Paper a Yard in 
length. Inkhems from Mufcovia&nd Turkey,\vith Reed*pen5 
painted and gilt. A Tut kip) Commidion and Seal> a Mamks 
Warrant, the former imprefs'd with Ink not Wax, the lat- 
ter upon blew Slate not Paper. Books printed in {even 
feveral Languages that are fpoken in the Engliih Domi- 
nions, not including what may now be added by the Ac- 
ceffi'on of His prefent Majefty. A Catalogue of the vari- 
ous Editions of the Bible in this Mufeum; of the Concor- 
dances alfo, and Common-Prayer Books in different Langua- 
ges 5 of the Manufcripts alfo, it being considerably encrea- 
fed fince that inferted in the Oxford Catalogue anno i6$y. 
To thefe are added a Lift of Books publiitied in the Infan- 
cy of the Art of Printing* and others that later Contrs- 
verfies have rendred remarkable. And alio a large Ca- 
talogue of Autographs begun of late Years by the Au- 
thor, yet by his general Correfpondence furniflied with 
the Signs Manual of many of the Kings of England before 
the Reformation; and the proper Hand- Writing of every 
one fince : with thofe of a vaft Number of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal in feveral Reigns, and of the lear- 
ned Authors, &c. The like alfo of foreign Potentates, 
Warriours, Literati &c> of thefe fome are very remar- 
kable, being fubferibed by the Lords of the Privy Coun- 
cil at Whitehall, by the Lord Prefident and Council at 
Tork, and the Lord Deputy and Council at Dublin, from 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign to the laft Day of King James 
I i. when the Warrant could not be execuced. Oliver 
Cromwell's Tnftrudions to the Lord Faulconherr when 
fent Ambafladour to the French King. The Warrants of 
the feveral Governments that fo haftily fuppianted one a- 
aether in that Year of Confufion 1659, (which oecafio 
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ned the Restoration ) all under their proper Hands and 
Seals. To thefe he hath fmce added Richard Cmwvj/Fs 
origin! Letters Patents to diflblve the Parliament j and 
another rare ^/£/ra» with many learned Hands, to thofe 
before mentioned. Then followed? a Catalogue of 'feve- 
ral Manuscript Rols, Letters Patents, Diploma s,Char let s and 
ancient Deeds of Gift to Religious Houfes, which would be 
of ufe towards another Volume of the Mcnaflieon Angli- 
canum. Bede- Rolls, Difpenfathns, &c. Laftly, a Defcrip- 
tion of other Antiquities here depoftted, as Roman Deities, 
Altars, Sepulchral Monuments, Urns of different forms 
and Colours, Cornelian Signets, a Roman Triumph in 
Baffe* Relieve* and the Story of Adonis flain by a Boar Be- 
fides thefe there are Clay Coining-Moulds for counter- 
feiting the Roman Coyns when currant, FibuU Feftiari* % 
Rings or Bracelets of Jett, telTellated Pavements, Lamps, 
Bricks with Infcriptions. of which one very inftrudive is 
mentioned in the Oxford Edition of Livy. To which are 
added Brafs-Swords found in England, Ireland and the 
Ifle of Man ; Britifh Arrowheads of Flint; a Damp) Sa- 
crificing Mallet of Marble, Antique Spurs, Shields, &c. 
of later Ages, tho 5 now antiquated. The Figures of 
many of thefe are very well engraven, as alfo the Churches 
and Profpeds in the Book. 

By the Appendix it appears what ccnfiderable Addi- 
tions the indefatigable Author is continually making to 
this Mufeum. A Medal of Jo Kendall is efpecially remarka- 
ble, becaufe retrieving the Memory of that noted Warriour, 
reprcfeming his Head in a noble Relievo, who was Turco- 
felUnusot Colonel of the Cavalry (which Office belonged 
to the Englijh Nation) at the memorable Siege of Rhodes, 
when Mahomet the Great was worded. To the Auto- 
graphs is added one imprefled with a Stile upon a Palmet- 
to Leaf, and folded up as a mifiive Letter in the Eajl* Indies 
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by one Timothy a converted MaLbarian* Through the whole 
Work he is particularly grateful, in writing the Names of 
his Benefactors that have fent him any Curiofities. And 
concludes with- an account of unufud Accidents that have 
attended fome Perfons in their Births, Lives, and Deaths^ 
of which many are very very remarkable, but I fear to be 
too tedious* 
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